Behavior disorders in mentally retarded persons, the dually diagnosed: factors of pathogenesis.
The present report considers organic factors of pathogenesis, in addition to environmental factors, as causal processes in cases of dual disability of mental retardation and behavior disorders. Relevant to organic pathogenesis, in cases of dual diagnosis, basic biological processes are presented, mechanisms concerned with gestational and birth complications that led to fetal-neonatal hypoxic cerebral cortical damage. In such cases, dual diagnosis manifestations of mental retardation and behavior disorders, together with other chronic cerebral disabilities, may be attributed to residues of fetal-neonatal cerebral damage.